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READY FOR ACTION 


OW WE RUN 


Women’s March: Cities around the Bay Area are planning events as part of a 
campaign, boosted by social movements, to propel women to leadership positions 
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Heather Valentine, center, Colleen Pizarev, right, and others make signs Thursday at West Mountain Sign in San Jose. Bay 
Area women are gearing up for the next nationwide Women’s March, taking place on Jan. 20. 


By Lisa M. Krieger 
lkrieger@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


Energized by two new so- 
cial movements — #MeToo 
and #TimesUp — tens of 
thousands of women will 
march in the Bay Area and 
cities throughout the U.S. 
next weekend as part of a 
sweeping campaign to pro- 
pel more women and their 
allies into elected office 
and other leadership po- 
sitions. 

Expect a sea of pink 
hats, as seen in last year’s 
vast, angry and spontane- 
ous rebuttal to President 
Donald Trump’s inaugu- 
ration. But unlike those 
protests, the main march 
this year is being held on 
Jan. 21 in Las Vegas, not 
Washington, D.C., a delib- 
erate shift of gravity to- 
ward western states such 
as California, Nevada and 
Arizona that will figure 
prominently in the 2018 
mid-term elections. Most 
of the Bay Area marches 
are on Jan. 20. 

The goal of the upcom- 
ing marches is more prag- 
matic and unabashedly 
left-of-center and Demo- 
cratic than last year. Or- 
ganizers say they not only 


MORE INSIDE 


A look at the full schedule 
of all the marches planned 
for the Bay Area. A6 


plan to express righteous 
outrage against individu- 
als accused of sexual as- 
sault and harassment — 
from Trump himself to 
Hollywood’s Harvey Wein- 
stein — but also hope to 
channel that anger into a 
more unified and sustain- 
able political movement 
aimed at combating the 
abuse of power and pro- 
moting workplace equality. 

“People are ready to take 
action,” said San Jose ac- 
tivist Chandra Brooks, 
who is helping to organize 
San Jose’s women’s march. 
“Last year, people were just 
getting interested in get- 
ting involved in the com- 
munity and figuring out 
what to do.” 

The slogan, “First we 
marched, now we run,” al- 
ludes to the new focus on 
voter registration, voter 
mobilization and getting 
more women to throw 
their hats into the ring. 
Marches will be held in 18 
California cities, including 
San Francisco, San Jose, 
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Women rally at 
the International 
Women’s Day 
rally on the steps 
of City Hall in 
San Francisco 
on March 8. 


KARL MONDON — 
STAFF ARCHIVES 


“People are ready to take action. 
Last year, people were just getting 
interested in getting involved in 
the community and figuring out 
what to do.” 


— San Jose activist Chandra Brooks, who is helping to organize 
San Jose’s women’s march 


Colleen Pizarev folds shirts for the Women’s March on 
Jan. 20. There will be marches in 18 California cities. 


COMMUNITY RESPONSE 


Haitians decry Trumps ‘vile’ remark 


President admitted in 7 


early morning tweets to 
using ‘tough’ language 


By Tatiana Sanchez 


tsanchez@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Pierre Labossiere was aghast 
when he heard that President Don- 
ald Trump on Thursday had ques- 
tioned why the U.S. should admit 
immigrants from African nations 
and Haiti, calling them “sh--hole 


countries.” 


“This is very much a vile and 
disgusting comment coming from 
the president of the United States,” 
said Labossiere, a Haitian immi- 
grant and Oakland resident who 
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JIM GENSHEIMER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
“Many people have been surprised from what they 
heard from Trump, but not me,” said Milliadaire 
Syverain, a Stanford-educated physician and 
Haitian immigrant. 


“This is very 
—> much a vile 
and disgusting 
comment 
coming from 
the president 
of the United 
States. It 
speaks 
volumes about 
the president 
as ahuman 
being.” 


— Pierre Labossiere, a 
Haitian immigrant and 
Oakland resident who 
co-founded the Bay Area’s 
Haiti Action Committee 


NEGOTIATIONS UNDERWAY 


Proposal 
reduced 
to one 
tunnel 


Brown administration, heeding 
funding setbacks from water 
agencies, scales back plan 


By Paul Rogers 


progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Faced with a shortage of money and politi- 
cal support after seven years of work, Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s administration is working on a plan to 
scale back one of his key legacy projects — a $17 
billion proposal to build two massive tunnels un- 
der the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta to 
make it easier to move water from Northern Cal- 
ifornia to the south. 

Instead of two tunnels, each 40 feet high and 
35 miles long, Brown’s Department of Water Re- 
sources has been negotiating with California wa- 
ter agencies in recent weeks on a revised plan to 
build just one tunnel at slightly more than half 
the cost of the original project. 

The new plan reflects the reality that Brown 
has one year remaining in office and that the 
original project has failed to win enough finan- 
cial backing from California water agencies that 
Brown was asking to pay for construction. 

The new approach — a huge shift in the of- 
ten-intractable world of California’s water politics 
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Aerial view shows the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin rivers at the western edge of the Delta 
system, site of Gov. Brown’s tunnel project. 


‘A SCARY MOMENT’ 


Hero drags 
woman from 
auto on tracks 


Driver safe before train slams car, 
pushes it 100 feet, flips it into the air 


By Mark Gomez 


mgomez@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SUNNYVALE » When Walter Wilson saw the head- 
light of a train heading in his direction Thurs- 
day evening, he knew time was running out. Wil- 
son was trying to get an elderly woman who had 
driven onto the railroad tracks at Sunnyvale Av- 
enue to back up to safety, but with the train fast 
approaching, he had just one option. 

“We’ve got to move, and move fast,” Wilson 
said to himself. 

Wilson, 63, unbuckled the woman’s seat belt, 
pulled her out of the car, which was 45 to 50 feet 
down the tracks, and helped her to safety. As they 
reached the sidewalk, the train crashed into the 
car, pushing it about 100 feet until it flipped in 
the air, Wilson said. 

“The train hit that car and it crumbled like a 
piece of paper,” said Wilson, a longtime social- 
rights activist and a member of the Black Leader- 
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